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who  can  bring  light  to  the  darkest  situation, 
and  Syrians  are  in  their  darkest  hour.  I  am 
afraid  that  much  of  the  worid  is  not  realty 
keen  to  turn  the  light  on  to  see  what  it  looks 
like,  and  to  me  that  reality  is  terrible. 

■Jesus  commands  us  to  help  those  who 
are  poor  and  destitute  and  forgotten  by  the 
worn.  We  have  a  responsibility  to  share  His 
love  in  s  wav  that  is  a  cup  of  water,  a  bowl  of 
food,  ways  mat  meet  their  needs  today  —  so 
that  they  can  face  tomorrow  with  hope  and 
a  future." 


charges  or  convictions  for  one 
crime,  apostasy  (essentially  be¬ 
coming  a  Christian  in  a  radical 
Islamic  nation),’  ACU  reported. 

Christian  Solidarity  World¬ 
wide  (CSW)  said  July  18  that 
the  eight  members  of  the 
Church  of  Iran  were  sentenced 
in  Shiraz,  more  than  500  miles 


FLEEING  MAR  —  Syrian  mothers  carry  their  children  and  belongings  as 
they  flee  from  the  relentless  civil  war  in  their  homeland  that  has  claimed 
many  of  their  husbands  and  other  family  members.  The  mothers  often  wait 
for  days  for  a  window  of  opportunity  to  cross  s  border  into  the  relative  safe¬ 
ty  of  refugee  camps  in  the  oountriee  surrounding  Syria.  (BP  photo  courtesy 
of  International  Mission  Board) 


Sudan  Christians  face  bleak  present,  unknown  future 

LONDON  (BP)  -  Security  force*  in  The  security  crackdown  against 

-  t'f,  .  ^  I  Sudan  repurtwih  .uv  tmiramg  nd  workers,  meanwhile,  t-  "aimed 

the  removal  (if  foreigners  who  work  foreign  Christians  under  the 
M  ' 's.  for  hundreds  of  foreign  aid  organi-  pretense  of  trying  to  stop  pn»- 

F^  >  TbKI  rations  wrthin  its  borders  ehtization  by  Christians,'  reported 

fchir  'F,  •  (A  The  concern,  raised  hv  two  work  Franklin  IJoyd  (not  his  real  name). 

era  in  statements  to  Baptist  Press.  .1  foreign  worker  who  lived  in  Sudan 
W  A  H  follows  .1  rrjxirt  on  religions  trie  for  more  than  a  decade.  'hut 

AC  dom  in  pnsiomiii.intK  Muslim  i)t  ot  the  |xx  ,  pic  thn  ,w  ti  .  nit  h.n  .■  noth 

"V'  •  WR  A  ’  e/'  'fan  released  July  4  by  the  I'nited  ing  to  do  with  that 

Wy  1-  jy  iV'  Suites  Commission  on  international  "Nothing  ls  fomial  or  legal,  there 

a  *■  ,S  Religious  Fmdon.  :i'S(  IRF  til.  is  no  formal  wntten  announcement 

v  0  svuml  jnmwivn  '  South  Su  that  something  ■  going  on.  then 

dan's  ’Jx'i 

MBs  ’mflmP  ALt.  I'SCIRF  chair  Katrina  lanlos  oiurt  mss.’  IJoyd  said  F.v,  rvthing 

^P-prli .  c  aij  .  fear  for  South  Su-  is  either  befog  (tone  by  intiniidstian 


saying  they  are 

GRATEFUL  TO  BE  FREE  -Members  of  Nuru  Baptist  foT^nmnh* 

Church  in  Juba.  South  Sudan,  sing  in  celebration  over  the  reporushecaller 
new  nation's  independence,  which  gave  Christians  like  them  an(]  Its  an, 

the  freedom  to  worship  openly. To  the  north  in  predominant-  efforts  to  help  S 
ly  Muslim  Sudan,  however,  pressures  have  escalated  against  dan  resolve  the  s 
foreign  aid  workers  and  Sudanese  Christians.  (BP  photo)  als  residing  in  th 
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Our  Mississippi 
Baptist  garden 


In  Mississippi  Baptist  life,  as 
in  Chris  tiandom  as  a  whole, 
we  are  the  benefactors  of  the 
sacrificial  actions  and  efforts  of 
the  spiritual  giants  who  preceded 
us.  they  planted  this  remarkable 
Baptist  garden  in  which  we  live, 
then  others  watered  it,  and  we  live 
in  the  blessings  of  their  faithfulness 
everyday. 

One  of  those  spiritual  giants, 
among  the  many  Mississippi  Bap-  turned  into  the  Season  of  Prayer 
tists  have  produced,  is  Margaret  for  State  Missions. 

McRae  Lackey.  She  was  born  in  In  1935,  the  offering  taken  dur- 

1858  in  Copiah  County,  the  fifth  ing  the  Season  of  Prayer  for  State 

of  nine  children  born  to  James  Missions  was  named  in  honor  of 
and  Elizabeth  Lackey.  She  grew  the  woman  who  today  remains 
up  doing  what  most  girls  in  Mis-  one  of  Mississippi  Baptists’  most 
sissippi  did  in  that  era.  She  played  outstanding  leaders:  the  Margaret 
games  with  her  friends,  went  to  Lackey  State  Missions  Offering, 
school,  did  her  chores  at  home,  Margare*  McRae  Lackey  died  in 

and  attended  church.  1948  hist  a  few  day*  short  of  her 

Margaret  Lackey  went  on  to  90th  birthday,  having  lived  during 
attend  Hillman  College  in  Clinton,  a  most  memorable  time  in  Missis- 
which  we  now  know  as  Mississippi  sippi  and  American  history.  As  a 
College,  one  of  our  three  Baptist-  child,  she  witnessed  the  Civil  War 


WMU.  Many;  more  Mis- 


Mississi] 

sissippi  L  _ , _  , 

by  her  model  life,  have  been  raised 
up  by  the  Lord  for  Kingdom  service 
since  then. 

In  1903,  Margaret  Lackey 


affiliated  institutions  of  higher  and  the  privations  of  Reconstruc- 

leaming  in  the  state.  She  studied  to  tion.  As  an  adult,  she  lived  through 
be  a  teacher  and  indeed  taught  for  World  War  I>the  Great  Depression, 
many  years  in  Mississippi  schools.  and  World  War  II.  No  doubt,  her 
Raised  in  the  Baptist  tradition  life  experiences  convinced  her  of 
of  the  day.  Lackey  —  who  never  the  importance  of  bringing  every- 
married  —  had  a  deep  love  for  mis-  one  she  could  to  a  saving  fenowl- 
sions  whose  goal  it  was  (and  is)  to  edge  of  Jesus  Christ 
spread  the  Gospel  message  of  Je-  The  first  state  mission  offering 
sus  Christ  to  people  who  had  never  in  1903  received  a  total  of  $294.38. 
heard  of  the  Savior.  She  used  her  The  2013  goal  for  the  Margaret 

teaching  skills  to  help  the  children  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  is 
in  her  church  learn  to  share  her  (2.1  million.  Mias  Lackey  would 
love  of  missions.  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  work 

She  also  utilized  her  talent  as  a  in  which  she  so  earnestly  believed 
gitted  poet  and  writer  to  help  Chris-  has  been  carried  on  in  her  name  for 
tians  understand  the  importance  these  many  years, 
of  missions.  She  was  the  author  of  Today  the  Margaret  Lackey 

several  studies  on  missions.  State  Missions  Offering  enco ru¬ 

in  1012,  Margaret  Lackey  be-  passes  a  multitude  of  important 
came  the  first  paid  leader  of  the  state  programs,  such  as  Christian 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  camping,  church  planting,  disas- 


Union  (WMU).  Her  passion  for 
missions  was  obvious  to  all  who 
met  her.  She  once  wrote,  “Sisters, 
we  have  done  passing  well  this 

year,  but,  oh,  the  untouched  mul- - , —  . 

titudes  of  women  and  children  in  Now  its  our  turn  to  tend  to  the 
Mississippi  whose  souls  are  crying  garden.  May  we  be  found  faith  - 
silently  yet  know  not  for  what  they  ful  in  this  and  all  endeavors  we 
are  crying.*  undertake  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 

After  a  storied  career,  Margaret  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  and  in 
Lackey  retired  in  1930  from  her  po-  remembrance  of  spiritual  giants 


sition  as 


From  primary  to  secondary 


The  First  Amendment  is  a  promise 
that  we  are  free  to  live  holistically, 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  con¬ 
science.  Last  month,  however,  the  First 
Amendment  was  subjected  to  assaults 
seeking  to  force  the  fully  free  exercise 
of  faith  into  the  most  private  of  places: 
our  homes  and  houses  of  worship. 

The  intent  is  simple  and  fatal:  rede- 


Guest  opinion 

with  J.  Randy  Forbes 


The  intent  is  sim^ 

fine  the  meaning  of  religious  freedom, 
making  it  a  secondary  right  when 
exercised  in  the  public  square  or  mar¬ 
ketplace.  If  religious  freedom  becomes 
a  secondary  right,  how  will  it  affect  you  business, 
and  your  family?  What  challenges  would  now  have 
you  face  if  pressured  to  choose  Detween  eral  state: 
your  religious  convictions  and  your  job,  re)  igious  1 

business  or  livelihood?  the  way  y 

Imagine  you  run  a  bakery.  You  love  your  busi 
your  customers,  have  never  denied  stores  on 

services  to  anyone  and  have  employed  and  rive  3 
openly  gay  individuals.  One  day,  a  famines. ' 

regular  customer  and  her  partner  order  minimum 
a  cake  for  their  wedding  ceremony.  You  ployees  rt 
are  very  fond  of  this  customer  but  be-  dot  hie  th 

lieve  that  marriage  was  created  by  God  ees  also  a 
as  the  union  of  one  man  and  one  woman,  insurance 

Affirming  the  marriage  by  baking  a  cake  Under  W _ _ _ ,  I  _ 

would  violate  your  belief.  You  thank  your  will  be  forced  to  pay  significant  fines  if 
customer  for  her  business  and  politely  your  insurance  coverage  does  not  in¬ 
explain  that  you  cannot  provide  a  cake.  dude  contraceptive  and  abortive  servic- 
The  next  week,  you  receive  a  letter  es.  Such  services,  which  violate  your  reli- 
saying  you  have  been  sued  under  your  gious  belief  that  all  life  is  precious,  have 
state’s  anti-discrimination  laws;  you  face  never  been  covered  under  your  company 
litigation  and  fines  if  you  continue  to  insurance  plan.  You  request  an  exemp- 
refuse  to  bake  the  cake.  A  lawsuit  could  tion  but  are  told  your  religious  beliefs 
cripple  the  business  you  have  spent  are  irrelevant  because  you  are  making  a 

years  to  build.  What  do  you  do?  profit.  You  will  be  fined  less  money  ifyou 

What  if  your  daughter’s  lifelong  offer  no  insurance,  but  ceasing  coverage 


B3ptistRecord 


raMists 


2 


August  I,  2013  The  Baptist  Record 


Moore:  Consensus  exists  on  immigration  reform 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports) 

—  Widespread  agreement  on  immigration 
reform  exists  among  Americans  in  spite  of 
differences  on  how  to  achieve  it.  Southern 
Baptist  ethirist  Russell  D.  Moore  said  at  a 


Crosby,  senior  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  New  Orleans,  told  Baptist  Press  af¬ 
ter  the  news  conference,  ‘I  am  here  be¬ 
cause  I  am  compelled  by  the  Gospel  to 
be  here.  I'm  not  compelled  politically... 
but  I’m  here  compelled  by  the  Gospel 
because  I  think  this  fits  perfectly  in  the 
story  of  Jesus  when  He  illustrated  es¬ 
sential  faith  in  God  by  telling  the  story 
of  the  Good  Samaritan.  There’s  a  guy 
beat  up.  Some  folks  want  to  walk  on 
the  other  side  of  the  road.  I  mean,  if 
I’m  going  to  follow  Jesus,  I  just  can't 
do  that." 

First  Church  in  New  Orleans  has 
multiple  compassion  ministries,  sev¬ 
eral  that  serve  undocumented  work¬ 
ers  and  their  children  in  the  process, 
Crosby  said. 

‘In  my  experience,  undocumented 
workers  are  the  most  victimized  and 
most  at-risk  people  in  my  community,” 


Capitol  Hill  news  conference. 

The  president  of  the  Ethics  k  Reli¬ 
gious  Liberty  Commission  gave  a  hope- 
nil  assessment  to  reporters  July  24  as 
evangelical  Christians  gathered  to  pray 
and  persuade  members  of  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  to  reform 
a  flawed  system  that  has  resulted  in 
an  estimated  11  million  undocument¬ 
ed  immigrants 'living  illegally  in  the 
United  States. 

The  future  of  immigration  reform 
remains  uncertain  in  the  House,  where 
Republican  leaders  have  said  they  will 
work  on  their  own  legislation  and  not 
take  up  a  bill  approved  by  the  Senate  in 
late  June.  Some  conservative  Repub¬ 
licans  have  sharply  criticized  the  Sen¬ 
ate  measure,  especially  its  approach  to 
border  security. 

Moore  described  the  consensus  as 
remarkable  “not  only  among  people 


Is  BHBBB  he  said  at  the  news  conference.  “They 

are  robbed,  raped,  and  assaulted  with 
^1  impunity  by  criminals  who  know  they 

will  not  go  to  the  police.  We’ve  got 
•  to  stop  that...  [M javbe  they’re  here 

tl  through  their  own  fault,  but  how  we 

treat  them  while  they’re  here  is  on  us." 

He  told  reporters  it  is  “time  for  our 
e,  president  of  the  Southern  legislators  to  stand  up  and  say,  as  hard 

n  in  Nashville,  addresses  as  it  is,  ’Let’s  fix  this.  Let’s  do  the  ri£t 

ts  conference  called  by  the  thing  -  for  the  sake  of  their  humanity 
mediate  left  is  Oavid  Crosby,  and  of  ours.’" 

ho  also  spoke  at  the  press  „  In  aou,  messengers  to  the  Souther* 

Baptist  Convention  in  Phoenix,  Az., 
approved  a  resolution  on  immigratioa 
hern  Baptist  Convention  on  its  reform  that  called  for  the  advancement 
r.  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  while  pursuing 

m  pay  a  fine,  pay  taxes,  pass  a  justice  ana  compassion.  The  measure 
iund  check,  study  English  and  urged  the  government  to  make  a  prior - 
lUegiance  to  our  country,  that’s  ity  of  border  security  and  holding  bua- 
lability.  That's  not  amnesty,"  nesses  accountable  in  their  hiring, 
said.  It  also  requested  public  officials  es- 

■e  and  fellow  Southern  Baptist  tablish,  after  securing  the  borders,  "a 
rosby  both  pointed  to  the  Cos-  just  and  compassionate  path  to  legal 
he  reason  for  their  support  of  status,  with  appropriate  restitutionary 
ition  reform.  measures,  for  those  undocumented  im- 

■vangelical  Christians,  we  are  migrants  already  living  in  our  country." 
by  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  It  specified  the  resolution  was  not  to  be 
■1  that  is  in  scripture  a  Gospel  interpreted  as  supporting  amnesty, 
justice  and  mercy,  of  righteous-  EIT  has  called  for  a  solution  that: 

d  compassion,"  Moore  told  re-  ■  “Respects  the  God-given  dignity 
“and  we’re  here  today  not  as  of  every  person: 

;al  pressure  group  or  a  politi-  I  “Protects  the  unity  of  the  immedi- 
in  committee.  We’re  here  as  a  ate  family; 
f  believers  in  Jesus  Christ  who  ■  “Respects  the  rule  of  law; 
let  our  elected  officials  know  ■  “Guarantees  secure  national  borders; 

:  are  praying  for  them,  we’re  ■  “Ensures  fairness  to  taxpayers; 
for  wisdom,  we’re  praying  for  ■  “Establishes  a  path  toward  legal 
ment,  and  we’re  praying  for  status  and  citizenship  for  those  who 
ind  for  compassion  in  a  system  qualify  and  who  wish  to  become  per- 
iroken."  manent  residents." 
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Man  enters  Mo.  Baptist  church,  opens  fire  on  congregation 


NORWOOD,  Mo.  (BP)  -  A 

man  is  in  custody  after  wit¬ 
nesses  say  he  opened  fire  dur¬ 
ing  a  July  21  worship  service 
at  First  Church  in  Norwood, 
Mo.  Worshippers  tackled  him 
before  anyone  was  shot.  One 
man  injured  his  shoulder  in  the 
scuffle,  but  no  other  injuries 
were  reported. 

Pastor  Stephen  Fugitt  was 
about  halfway  through  his 
morning  sermon  when  a  man 
carrying  a  “high-caliber"  re¬ 
volver  entered  the  church 
and  fired  two  or  three  shots. 


Fugitt  told  The  Pathway,  the 
newsjournal  of  the  Missouri 
Baptist  Convention. 

The  suspect  shot  at  least  once 
into  the  floor  between  himself 
and  Fugitt  while  walking  toward 
the  platform,  Fugitt  said.  “He 
pulled  his  gun  up  and  before 
he  could  fire,  one  of  the  guys 
grabbed  his  arm  and  it  (the  next 
shot)  went  up  into  the  ceiling," 
he  said. 

Several  more  men  piled  onto 
the  suspect  and  wrestled  the  gun 
away  from  him  until  the  Wright 
County  Sheriff  s  Department 


could  arrive.  “He’s  a  pretty  big 
guy,"  Fugitt  said.  “They  we  rent 
going  to  let  him  up." 

Deputies  later  discovered  a 
shotgun  in  the  back  seat  of  the 
suspect’s  car. 

Fugitt  praised  God  that  no 
one  was  seriously  injured,  and 
thanked  the  men  who  acted 
quickly  to  subdue  the  suspect 
at  the  church  that  draws  about 
60  worshippers  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings.  “They  saved  lives  I’m 
sure,"  he  said. 

The  church  has  had  previous 
contact  with  the  suspect ’ll  wasn't 


totally  random."  Fugitt  said. 

Worshippers  had  last  seen 
the  suspect  in  early  June  when 
he  threatenei’  to  return  to  the 
church  with  a  gun,  Fugitt  said. 
The  church  called  an  ambulance 
which  took  the  man  to  a  psy¬ 
chiatric  hospital  after  the  June 
threat,  Fugitt  said. 

Previously,  the  suspect  had 
been  to  the  church  only  two  or 
three  times  over  the  past  three 
or  four  years,  the  pastor  said. 

Everyone  remained  rela¬ 
tively  calm  after  the  shooting, 
said  Fugitt.  After  the  incident 


ended,  the  pastor  led  worship¬ 
pers  in  a  prayer  before  they  left 
the  church.  Fugitt  asked  other 
churches  to  remain  alert  and 
have  a  plan  to  deal  with  emer¬ 
gencies  such  as  this. 

“We  actually  have  a  plan,  but 
it  happened  so  fast,  not  much 
else  could  have  been  done  except 
what  happened,*  Fugitt  said. 

The  alleged  gunman's  name 
has  not  been  released,  but  he  was 
in  custody  July  22  with  charges 
pending.  About  600  people  five 
In  Norwood,  30  miles  east  of 
Springfield. 
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Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


pastor.  For  those  ofyou  who  may  think 
that  sounds  ludicrous  or  maybe  you  are  so 
disengaged  from  church  bfe  that  you  do  not 
recognize  that  happens,  believe  me  it  is  real. 
Many  a  pastor  struggles  with  beginning 

a  ministry  in  a  newlocation  because  too 

many  of  the  folks  have  a  limited  heartbeat. 

Now  reverse  that  situation  and  it  can 
still  be  awkward.  There  are  times  when 
you  leave  a  church  and  people  want  to  love 
you  exclusively.  You  become  a  detriment 
to  the  next  person  who  will  serve.  Inever 
wanted  that,  fostered  drat  or  intended  that 
to  happen.  You  see,  our  great  God  is  a  God 
of  limitlessness  whether  it  comes  to  mercy, 
grace,  forgiveness  or  love.  When  we  come 
to  know  Jesus  as  Lord,  He  comes  to  live  in 
us  and  to  bring  the  whole  realm  of  God's 
not  remember  is  grandma  and  me  strug-  knows  all  of  your  failures.  He  knows  the  love  to  rest  in  our  hearts  and  to  flow  from 

gling  to  love  or  not  to  love  any  one  of  the  wickedness  that  may  control  the  inner  us  in  immeasurable  proportions. 

Bunch.  There  never  seemed  to  be  any  workings  of  our  minds  and  hearts  He  Please  understand  that  there  are  places 

kind  of  issue  where  we  were  going  to  have  knows  that  He  created  us  for  good  things  and  ways  that  God  does  limit  love.  As 

to  make  a  decision  to  reject  some  of  the  and  God  honoring  things  He  loves  us.  shocking  as  that  may  sound,  it  is  absolutely 

older  ones  so  that  we  could  love  some  of  Somehow  when  He  comes  into  our  true.  The  fact  is  that  neither  He  nor  you 

the  younger  ones.  You  see,  that  kind  of  hearts  He  gives  us  a  new  look  at  life,  a  new  and  I  can  love  good  and  evil  at  the  same 

struggle  nas  nothing  to  do  with  the  kids  capacity  tolove,  a  new  way  of  thinking  and  time.  Right  ana  wrong  will  never  coexist 

that  come  along.  It  nas  everything  to  do  a  new  way  of  loving.  That  love  can  literally  He  declares  that  we  must  choose, 

with  the  kind  of  love  that  we  have  in  our  become  limitless  in  many  ways,  on  many  One  of  the  most  dramatic  invitations 

hearts  It  is  a  love  that  really  does  not  have  days,  and  in  many  eyenences.  This  same  ever  given  in  the  Bible  was  given  by  the 

any  limitations  It  wraps  itself  around  one  truth  can  be  applied  in  so  many  facets  of  great  leader  Moses  as  they  came  to  the  edge 

child  after  another  after  another  and  never  life  and  especially  in  church  life.  Having  of  the  Promised  Land.  In  Deuteronomy 

stops  loving  the  others  served  as  a  pastor  lor  decades,  I  always  he  had  preached  several  sermons  but  at 

Now  that  is  somewhat  the  kind  of  love  found  it  interesting  and  baffling  to  see  the  the  end  of  the  book  he  closes  out  bv  giving 

that  is  spoken  of  in  biblical  terms,  the  high-  way  that  people  related  to  and  sometimes  an  invitation.  “I  have  set  before  vou  light 

est  form  of  love  — the  agape  kind  of  love.  It  shunned  or  even  refected  the  new  pastor.  and  darkness,  good  and  evil."  Hepersua- 

simpty  loves  because  it  is  in  your  heart  to  In  this  case,  it  was  me.  sively  calls  on  the  people  to  choose  good, 

do  so  and  not  because  of  actions,  abilities  When  that  happened  most  of  the  time  it  to  choose  light  and  to  follow  God.  Choose 

or  measurement  of  someone  else.  It  is  the  was  not  because  they  knew  me  or  had  ever  Him  today!  Follow  Him  day  by  day,  and 

kind  of  love  that  God  shows  toward  us  sim-  met  me,  and  they  may  not  have  even  heard  He  will  lead  you  into  the  limitlessness  of 

ply  because  of  who  He  is.  It  is  not  because  me  preach.  It  was  simply  because  their  love  His  grace  and  love  not  only  to  fill  your  heart 

of  what  we  think,  door  stop  doing.  The  was  the  kind  of  love  that  was  attached  to  but  to  overflow  through  your  life  as  you 

Bible  says,  "God  is  love"  (I  John  4:8).  That  someone  who  had  been  at  the  church  previ-  touch  people  aQ  around  you. 

great  God  loves  you.  He  knows  where  you  ouslv.  They  interpreted  loving  me  or  having 

have  been.  He  knows  what  you  have  done,  anything  to  do  with  me  as  a  rejection  of  The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 

He  knows  your  efforts  to  do  good,  and  He  the  relationship  they  had  with  their  ftrmer  tionsfr  mbcb.org. 


Tpvowu  love  the  old  songs?  Iam 
■talking  about  tho6e  great  old  songs 
-I— ^of  years  gone  by  that  moved  your 
heart,  lifted  your  spirits,  pointed  you 
toward  heaven  and  put  your  mind  in  a 
God  directed  frame  of  thought  that  blessed 
you  all  over.  Me  too!  Some  of  them  seem 
to  hang  around  and  become  a  part  of  the 
praise  experience  even  in  churches  that  do 
not  particularly  use  or  even  like  hymns. 

For  instance,  Amazing  Grace  is  so  deeply 
woven  into  our  national  consciousness  mat 
it  would  no  doubt  stick  even  if  they  passed 
laws  against  it  Isn’t  it  interesting  now  at 
special  times  of  the  year  great,  yet  ancient 
hymns  continue  to  be  a  mainstay  with  deep 
meaning?  How  precious  it  is  to  hear  or  to 
join  in  singing  America  the  Beautiful  on 
the  Fourth  ofJuly.  How  could  you  cel¬ 
ebrate  Jesus’  coming  at  Christmas  without 
Silent  Night  or  Joy  to  the  World? 

One  of  the  things  that  I  find  the  most 


With  Jim  Fiitral,  executive  director-treeserer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Canveatioa  Board 


One  of  the  things  that  I  find  the  most 
interesting  whatever  your  particular  love 
of  music  may  be  is  that  the  people  who 
love  the  old  hymns  struggle  with  ooming  to 
appreciate  the  new  hymns.  Folks  who  love 
the  new  sometimes  have  a  real  problem 
with  and  push  back  on  the  old.  The  more  I 
see  it  the  less  I  understand  it  It  is  as  if  you 
are  forbidden  to  love  both  which,  of  course, 
is  absolutely  ridiculous. 

The  other  day  I  got  to  thinking  about 
how  wonderful  our  grandkids  are.  The 
kids  are  fantastic,  but  the  grandkids  now 
that  is  a  different  universe.  There  are  eight 
of  them.  There  are  five  good  ole  boys  and 
three  sweet  girls.  The  oldest  is  17  and  the 
youngest  is  in  the  terrific  two’s.  While  each 
one  of  them  is  absolutely  wonderful,  every 
one  of  them  is  standalone  different  with  a 
uniquepersonahty  like  no  one  else. 

I  still  remember  the  excitement  and  the 
joy  when  the  very  first  one  came  along.  I 
remember  also  the  delight  and  blessing 
when  number  eight  gotnere.  What  I  do 
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FIRST  CHURCH.  NETTLETON.  has  called 
Martin  Hayes  as  student  pastor.  He  is  shown  with 
his  wife.  Casey. 


(ABOVE)  MT.  PISGAH  CHURCH 

RANKIN  COUNTY,  called  Hal  Hood  ai 
pastor  June  23.  He  is  shown  with  Holly, 
Parker,  and  Madison. 


(LEFT1  GOOD  HOPE  CHURCH, 
RICHTON.  has  called  Woody  Baughn  as 
pastor.  He  comes  with  his  wife,  Shelley,  and 
children  Samuel,  Ruth,  and  Levi.  Baughn 
comes  from  central  Alabama  where  he 
served  as  pastor  for  over  eight  years. 
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CENTRAL  HILLS 

From  camper 
to  counselor 

By  Tony  Martin 


For  Isaac-  Cannon,  a  dream  oa-ie  true  in  the  form  of  an  opportu-  "•  '‘  s’  ;  -fkiSmSfRfa- 

nity  to  serve  on  staff  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko.  Can-  _ JIH 

non,  a  member  of  North  Morton  Church  near  Lena,  cherished  a 

long-held  dream  o f serving  others  at  Central  Hills.  That  dream  be-  HAVING  A  BAI I  —  Isaac  Cannon  (left),  a  Central  Hills 
came  a  reality  this  summer.  Retreat  counselor  from  near  Lena,  prepares  to  play  dodge 

*1  was  about  ten  years  old  the  first  time  I  came  to  Central  HiDs  ball  with  an  unidentified  camper.  Cannon  was  a  participant 
as  a  RA,"  said  the  Mississippi  College  student  “As  a  camper,  you’d  at  RA  Camp  for  years  before  becoming  a  staffer.  (Photo  by 
be  a  part  of  emy  activity,  or  you'd  go  to  worship,  and  ward  be  with  Tony  Martin) 

your  fellow  campers.  Then  you’d  see  the  staffers  and  the  relation-  _ .  .  ,  ,  „  „ ,  ,  ,  , 

ships  they  have -they  were  kind  and  always  got  alrng.  That’s  what  Tins  particular  week  Cannon  was  responsible  for twelve  toys  asa 

1  wanted.*  co-counselor  He  is  sharing  a  group  ranging  in  a$e  from  eight  years 

Cannon  attended  camp  every  summer  through  his  high  school  old  to  13  years  old  wife  another  counsdnr  Thy  week,  every  one 
graduation,  and  he  noted  staffers  who  had  an  impact  onlmn  grow-  <* came  from  the  same  church,  ft  doesn’t  always  work  that 
mg  up.  “There  was  Jacob  McBride/ Cannon  regale  waaouattwt  waqtbmthgweehrt  did. _ „  ,  . . ^ 


resAv  sticks  cut  He  showed  «  Vs  ofcare.  and  ttwvear  Iliad  Mm  an  w*  *° 

counselor  I  watched  him  reach  out  to  kids  in  our  group  who  had  re-  with  acfifferent  youth  f 
ally  deep  ptoblsns.  He  had  a  1st  to  relate  to  us.  I  wanted  to  be  able  are  with,  so  we  work  to 
to  do  that.  Cannon  said  that  coi 

■  This  is  Cannon's  first  year  on  staff.  “When  I  got  here  this  summer,  activihea.  “You  can’t  jut 
it  helped  to  kind  of  know  my  way  around  and  know  where  every-  supper,  or  a  snack  timt 
thiM  is.  I  knew  we’d  be  walking slot,  and  it  would  be  hot  and  thin.  ity  you’re  helping  with. 

“What  I  didn't  expect  was  &  mental  stress,’  Cannon  ™timii«l  minutes  ahead  of  time. 

“You  have  a  lot  of  that  dealing  with  the  btb,  and  that  ws  one  tW»g  the  zip  line  later,  and  wi 
1  wasn't  aware  of.’  one  has  to  relay  the  ki 

Cannon  has  come  to  reahae  that  the  boys  at  camp  often  have  is-  has  to  take  kids  to  the 
sues  at  home.  *Tve  had  a  couple  of  boys  with  bad  home  situations,  planned  out.  And  we  h 
and  I  had  one  boy  whose  mother  was  recently  decerned.  You  see  we're  assigned  a  certai 
them  come  in  with  their  heads  hanging  kjw,  ana  you  feel  like  they’re  not  just  the  ones  in  you 
geuw  to  have  a  really  bad  week,  but  by  the  end  of  the  week  they're  Cannon  is  excited  a 
smiling  and  jumping  around.  That’s  something  that  really  touches  *1  am  feeling  a  call  to: 
your  heart  fire  night  lads  can  rea 

For  a  counsefar  such  m  Cannon,  a  typical  day  includes  getting  up  to  Chnst  -  that  ’s  the 
md  getting  the  kids  ready  far  the  day.  'YouU  have  a  mdEon ernes-  reward 
tX’£™anB'^'lUc1’  lunch?"  s^  Cannon.  “As  you’re  Themmistiy  atCem 


you  get  to  see  the  true  reward.’ 

...  Hills  offers  jhrae  day  camps  which  go  from  Sunday  to 

Wedheadpt,  and  horn  Thursday  to  Saturday.  The  RA  Weeks  are  fun 

Monday  through  Friday  events. 


By  Tony  Martin 
Associate  Editor 


Oan  Resources,  has  gone  about  the  business  of  working  to  improve 
substandard  housing.  This  year,  mote  than  i6£DO  students  will  be 
working  in  more  than  82  dries  aatoas  the  country  and  Puerto  Rico  to 
help  homeowners  with  housing  needs. 

Two  hundred  of  those  students  -  from  Texas,  Arkansas,  Loui¬ 
siana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Georgia  -  found  themselves  in 
Natchez  July  22-27  serviiw  mi  18  crews  at  18  worksites.  These 
junior  Ugh  and  high  school  students  painted,  landscaped,  built 
wheelchair  ramps,  and  completed  other  meaningful  tasks  dur¬ 
ing  their  time  in  the  Natchez  area.  Students  hit  the  ground  run¬ 
ning,  having  completed  a  six-session  “how-to’  study  m  their  local 
churches  poor  to  arriving. 

Funding  for  the  project  is  a  joint  effort  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  the  Margaret 
Lackey  Offering  for  State  Missions,  Adams-Union  Association,  the 
students  who  paid  $250  each,  the  City  of  Natchez,  local  contribu¬ 
tions,  and  local  churches  and  organizations  providing  noon  meals. 

Etta  James  (named  for  the  singer)  is  one  Natchez  resident  who 
understands  the  ministry  of  World  Changers.  James'  home  re¬ 
ceived  a  new  fin*  porch,  new  screen  doors,  and  fresh  paint.  James 
has  lived  in  her  home  for  17  years,  but  it  was  originally  her  peat 
aunt’s  home. 

“Our  alderman  came  around  and  said  that  a  group  of  kids  would 
be  coming  to  Natchez  to  help  with  work  we  weren’t  able  to  do,* 
James  sard.  “So  I  went  to  die  courthouse  to  fill  out  an  application 
form,  and  I  made  the  KsL  The  kids  started  yesterday,  and  their  work 
will  take  about  three  days. 

“1  love  these  kids,’  James  said.  “I’ve  been  walking  out  ever 
since  they've  been  here,  hugging  them.  It  brings  tears  to  my  eyes. 
It’s  so  sweet." 

The  students  were  equally  as  moved. 

Riley  Hines,  from  First  Church,  Newton,  Tex.,  and  Jonathon 
Rosenauer,  from  First  Church,  Gonzales,  Tex.,  woe  typical.  Hines 
is  going  into  the  twelfth  grade,  and  Rosenauer  is  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Mary- Hardin  Baylor  in  Belton,  Tex. 

Hines  is  a  first-timer  on  a  World  Changers  project.  "It’s  just  ex¬ 
actly  what  I  expected,’  she  said.  “Hot,  harrfwon,  and  greatpeople." 

When  asked  why  she  wanted  to  be  involved  in  World  Changers, 


COMMUNITY  MISSION  PROJECTS 

x 

World  Changers  change  lives  in  Natchez 


pie.  TmaD  about  mission  prefects.  Our  youth  leader.  Josh,  had  been  Changers  vohtn 
praying  about  where  to  serve,  and  he  fat  led  to  Natdies.*  leers  repaired  103 


Rouge,  Ia,  and  Sugar  Hill,  Ga.  "For  me,  my  whole  life  has  been  chez  area. 

HOLD  'ER  STEADY!  -  Riley  Hinea,  Newton,  Tex.,  hold*  the  ladder  for  Jona¬ 
thon  Rosenauer,  Gonzales.  Tex.,  as  Rosenauer  applies  a  fresh  coat  of  paint  to 
the  home  of  Natchez  resident  Etta  James.  The  students  were  part  of  the  World 
Changers  project  July  22  -  27  in  Natchez,  which  was  partly  funded  by  gifts 
from  the  Margaret  Lackey  Offering  for  State  Missions.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


built  around  serving  people  in  whatever  way  possible.  So  this  is  a 
great  project  for  me  to  help  people.  It’s  very  near  and  dear  to  my 
heart- really,  a  calling.’ 

‘One  of  the  great  things  about  World  Changers  is  the  experience 
of  meeting  people,’  Rosenauer  continued.  ’Every  time  Ive  done 
this,  Tve  seen  the  joy  of  die  People  we  are  helping,  whether  they  are 
Christians  or  not,  just  by  us  Being  there.  For  selfish  reasons,  there  is 
how  good  you  can  feel  by  just  helping  that  person." 

“I  like  going  places  just  to  see  how  different  people  are,"  said 
Hines.  “We  have  it  so  much  better  than  so  many  people,  you  know? 
Being  able  to  help  them  is  great.” 

“One  thing  Tve  learned  is  that  you  don’t  have  to  take  a  week  out  of 
the  summer,  or  a  week  out  of  the  year,  to  serve  someone,"  Roeenau- 
er  said.  "Why  does  it  take  World  Changers  for  you  to  help  others?  It's 
more  than  building  houses.  It’s  about  being 
a  servant  And  you  can  be  a  servant  any¬ 
where,  at  home  or  wherever.  We  were  just 
talking  about  how  in  Luke  4  how  Jesus 
went  bade  to  His  hometown  and  was  re- 
jected.  You  just  have  to  be  like  Who  you 
are  claiming  to  be  like." 

The  City  of  Natchez  provided  the 
funding  for  building  materials  for 
the  week.  The  Adams-Union  As¬ 
sociation  waked  with  Dale  Little, 
assodational  missions  director 
and  World  Changers  coordina¬ 
tor,  to  supply  lunches  and  re¬ 
freshments  to  the  students,  and 
presided  shower  trailers  for  the 
participants.  Students  and  other 
workers  were  lodged  at  Parkway 
Church,  which  accommodated  ap¬ 
proximately  200  individuals  for 
the  week,  and  supplied 
the  participants  wit 
breakfast  and  suppet 
when  eating  in  the 
church's  fellowship 
hafi. 

Between  1996 
and  2008,  more 
than  2100  World 
Changers  volun¬ 
teers  repaired  103  ( 
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MISSION  VOLUNTEERS 

Church  moves  past  ‘typical’ 
to  have  impact  on  missions 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 

Chas  Rowland  was  pastor  of  Duck 
Hill  Church  in  Montgomery  County 
when  he  identified 
what  he  character-  I  "  I 

izes  as  a  typical 
problem  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist 
churches. 

“Duck  Hill  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  is  a 
great  church.  They 
are  willing  to  give 
and  give,  Dut  they 


ROWLAND 


how  to  be  mobi¬ 
lized,  how  to  get  personally  involved 
in  missions,  said  Rowland,  who 
currently  pastors  Bovina  Church  in 
Warren  County. 

Rowland,  a  self-styled  "military 
brat*  whose  father  was  stationed  at 
Keesler  Air  Force  Base  in  Biloxi,  de¬ 
cided  to  change  that  situation.  He 
began  to  pray,  and  the  Lord  led  him 
to  the  Missions  Mobilization  Depart¬ 
ment  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  (MBCB)in  Jackson. 

As  the  name  implies,  the  de¬ 
partment  helps  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  move  members  from  warm¬ 
ing  pews  to  winning  people  to  Jesus 
with  hands-on  participation  in  mis¬ 
sions.  Ken  Rhodes,  longtime  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  pastor  and  associations! 
missions  director,  heads  the  depart¬ 
ment.  Although  the  department  is 
several  years  old  now,  it  u  one  of  the 
newest  departments  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  board  and  was  specifically  start¬ 
ed  to  get  Mississippi  Baptists  on  to 
mission  fields. 

Rhodes  and  the  department's 
personnel  worked  to  pair  Rowland’s 
Duck  Hill  congregation  with  an  on¬ 


going  mission  effort  in  the  Finger 
Lakes/Watkins  Glen  area  of  west¬ 
ern  New  York,  between  Syracuse 
and  Rochester.  The  mission  effort 


there  is  supported  by  the  Send  North 
America  ministiy  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission  Board. 

Rowland,  who  holds  a  Ph.D.  in  his¬ 
torical  theology  from  Mid-America 
Seminary  in  Memphis,  recalls  the  re¬ 
jection  encountered  on  that  mission 
trip.  “There  was  outright  hostility. 
Doors  were  slammed  in  our  faces," 
he  said.  , 

The  former  youth  minister  at 
Harmony  Church  in  New  Albany 
returned  to  Duck  Hill  and,  unde¬ 
terred,  led  the  church  to  organize 
a  missions  committee  and  Degin 
planning  a  second  mission  trip  to 
the  area.  In  the  summer  of  2011,  a 
team  headed  back  to  Finger  Lakes 
on  a  mission  trip  sponsored  this 
time  by  the  church  itself. 

They  decided  to  take  a  different  ap¬ 
proach  on  the  second  trip,  Rowland 
maid.  They  went  into  the  community 
and  engaged  In  service  work,  such  as 
washing  the  plate  glass  windows  of 
the  businesses  in  town.  It  was  such 
an  unusual  gesture  that  many  of  the 
business  owners  and  their  employ¬ 
ees,  as  well  as  passers-by,  stopped 
what  they  were  doing  to  come  over 
and  find  out  what  the  Mississippians 
were  up  to. 

The  community  service  effort 
resulted  in  many  opportunities  to 
share  the  Gospel,  Rowland  said,  and 
energized  the  team's  members  to 
witness  even  more.  Momentum  built 
and  filled  the  team  members  with  a 
contagious  enthusiasm  that  spilled 
over  into  the  church's  local  mission 
work  when  they  returned  to  Duck 
Hill,  he  added. 

“We  started  going  into  our  own 
community,  ana  it  was  awesome,’ 
Rowland  said.  “When  I  left  Duck 
Hill  Baptist  Church  about  a  year  ago 
to  answer  the  call  to  pastor  Bovina 
Baptist  Church,  they  were  still  going 
full  throttle.* 

Rowland  and  Bovina  Church  are 
working  toward  repeating  the  spiri¬ 
tual  success  encountered  by  the  Duck 
Hill  Baptists.  *We  have  started  a  mis- 


COMMUNITY  SERVICE  -Young 
members  of  Duck  Hill  Church  in 
Montgomery  County  wash  windows 
during  a  mission  trip  to  the  Finger 
Lakes/Watkins  Glen  ares  of  western 
New  York  State.  The  Mississippians 
discovered  that  such  community 
service  efforts  opened  doors  to 
presenting  the  Gospel  message. 
Participating  in  the  mission  trip 
were  (from  left)  Logan  Long,  Haley 
Carroll,  Austin  Rainey,  and  Jordan 
Knight.  (BR  special  photo) 

sions  committee  now  at  Bovina,  and 
we're  praying  for  the  Lord  to  lead  us 
to  our  mission  field,’  be  said. 

Gifts  to  the  Margaret  Lackey  Offer¬ 
ing  for  State  Missions  help  fund  the 
Missions  Mobilization  Department, 
where  Rowland  first  discovered  the 
resources  that  enabled  the  church  he 
pastored  to  become  directly  involved 
in  missions.  The  2013  offering  goal 
includes  <700,000  for  such  efforts 
through  the  department 

"We  would  never  have  gone  to  New 
York  to  help  plant  a  church,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  Margaret  Lackey  funding 
and  encouragement,’  Rowland  said. 

For  more  information  on  the  Mar¬ 
garet  Lackey  Offering  for  State  Mis¬ 
sions,  visit  mbdi.org  and  click  on  the 
Unlimited  icon. 


(800)  748-1(31  or  (601)292-3231. 


CALL  (800)  748-1651 
or 

VISIT  f 

www.mbcb.0rg/statemi5sions 
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Truth  is  not  relative 


v  Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  Cod 
*  -  in  your  own  words: 

l^iord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 
A  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

WVj  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
j  Jit,  3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
Afa'  grave  to  forgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 
mV  relationship  with  you. 

-  (I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4  By  |  jnvite  |esus  Christ  into  my  life. 

1  ^froin  this  lime  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  remise  (  hrist  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 
Hill  as  marts  as  ren-ived  him,  l<>  them  he  gave  the  rii;hl  to  bet  time  children  of 
Cod,  exen  to  those  xvho  believe  in  his  name."  f/o/in  t:IJt 
If  you  make  a  derision  for  Christ  today,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  thurth 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


SIH  KQZ  DQWYXZYHB  BAE  WQJY 


HQMTOZ  IE,  AX  HBTH,  MBAWY  MY 


MYOY  NYH  EAXXYOE,  DBOAEH  ZAYZ 


OQVTXE  CAJY:  YAKBH 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  broke  ground  on  its  new  School  of  Business  building  July 
19.  Pictured  are  Hal  McMahan,  vice  president  at  Mac's  Construction  Company,  Inc.;  Kevin  Lew¬ 
is,  architect  with  Landry  and  Lewis  Architects,  PA;  Cheryl  Dale,  dean  of  the  School  of  Business 
at  William  Carey  University;  Dr.  Tommy  King,  president  ofWCU;  Lewis  Myrick,  Sr.,WCU  Board 
of  Trustees;  Joan  Warren,  WCU  Board  of  Trustees;  Joselyne  Niyonshuti,  business  student  at 
WCU,  and  Scott  Hummel,  provost  at  WCU. 

In  Other  College  and  Seminary  been  named  2012-13  NAIA Scholar-Teams.  WMni 

Carey  University  was  well  represented  with  six  pro- 
News:  grams  selected  as  a  NAIA  Scholar  Team.  For  a  team 

►  The  Mississippi  chapter  of  the  New  Orleans  to  be  considered  for  the  NAIA  Scholar-Team  award, 
Seminary  AluniS  Association  will  hold  its  annual  * 

_ Mieeiccimvi  Ronhcf  a  4*°  scale)  as  denned  by  the  institution.  Women  s 

Tennis  led  the  way  for  WCU  with  a  3  62  GPA.  Other 
Carey  scholar  teams  indude  softball  (3.5S).  wom- 

To  reserve,  can  (662)  873-2862  or  email  BntfvW- 

K,m«nn  iw-r  at  hritt  williamsnnra  m?n s  tennis  (3.09),  and  men  s  soccer  (3-02).  Four 


Clue:  X  =  N 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: Ezekiel  36:27 

By  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004.0  200$ 


TER  OF  MUSIC  PART  TIME  P0«-  G000  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  NAMH 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  HERNANDO.  WAIYA  (NEAR  LOUISVILLE)  IS  SEEWNG 
SSIPPl  Please  mail  resume  to...  A  FULL  TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  TO 
mv  Baptist  Church,  50  N  Parkway.  YOUTHACHILDREN  Sand  retimes  to 
ndo  US  38632  Or  amai  to  (art-  1 2956  Hwy  490  LoujeWte  Me  39339 

«PM»8<»nca«lrwi _  FULL-TIME  SEM0R  PASTOR-  New  Hope 

IAN  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  Bar**  Chunfi.  CWkdele  eras  Send 
OS.  IS  MILES  FROM  STARKVILLE/  resumes  to  6573  Highway  145,  Meridian,  US 
ISS1PP1  STATE  UMVERSITY,  IS  39301  NLT  August  31.  2013.  ATTN  Pastor 
MG  A  Bt- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  Saardi  Commrllss _ 


other  WCU 


which  protects  the  rights  of  suit  or  paying  a  fine,  they  are 
conscience  against  the  enter-  being  deprived  of  a  guaranteed 
prises  of  the  civil  authority.  ”  constitutional  right. 

Freedom  of  religion  is  more 
than  freedom  of  worship.  Free¬ 
dom  of  religion  is  the  freedom 
to  live  every  aspect  of  our  lives 
according  to  our  faith.  When 
individuals  are  faced  with 
choosing  between  exercising 
their  faith  or  defending  a  law- 


cont  from  p.  2 

giving  it  the  highest  form  of 
protection  under  law.  Thomas 
Jefferson  emphasized  the 
value  of  freedom  of  conscience 
when  he  stated  that  “no  provi¬ 
sion  in  our  Constitution  ought 
to  be  dearer  to  man  than  that 


Forbes  represents  the 
Fourth  District  of  Virginia 
in  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  He  is  a  member  of 
Great  Bridge  Church  in  Ches¬ 
apeake,  Va. 


B«2S  ELECTRIC  ORGAN  77  stops  CHURCH 
roees.  50-bank  spk  syt  102  Db.  BROTHEI 
360  Cat  409059-3641  or  go  to  national  to 

aaumontoig _  wMiGuidi 

awn,  mAHOGANY  PEWS  Large  15 11  long.  ’ 

1150  so.  SmW  12 II  long,  J100  so  409059-  3384101a _ 

3641 _  GET  AWAY  AT  BETSY'S  UL’  CABINS  cal 

HANDBELLS  WMeChapel  Ben  Foundry  o»  lor  a  brochure  601-9406841 _ 

England,  3  5  octaves  120.000  000,  409-  STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  MC.,  serving  MS 

659-3641  _  &  AL  since  1992.  Cal  900605-2970 

WANT  A  GOOD  GROUP  OF  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  F«I 

WOMEN  TO  ENTERTAIN  ATY0UR  NEXT  ESTIMATES  Daw  Upholstery  Outman. 

SENIOR  CITIZENS  GROUP?  Cal  Hit  Mw .  pbons601-77M617 

Bagger  Roos  a  washtub  group  We  wig. 

tel  jokes.  and  play  rammer*  Cal  us  at  SEBRtW?. 

601657-0736  Acceotino  bookinas  lor  2014 

Sebren  wJi  •WK-AAfe  aji  nome  improve- 


property.  kab*y. 

cal  1  (800)  422- 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON  Health 
Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements  Cal 
1-800641-8196  or  visit  www  Tumorlnsmrv 
ceOnkne  com 

WINDOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -  WIN-  «  Et^4  pdwHISOe-l  r*  kx  v*vm-on 

DOWS  AMO  storm  windows  built  to  fit  \  - - — - - 

your  opening  Ptus  now  window  screens  3T AIMED  GLASS:  now  windows  and 
and  re  screen  otd  screens  Call  Tom  Cook  repairs  Hopper  Stained  Glass.  Jackson. 
001-70*4879  801-502-0202  _ 
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coat  from  p.  1 


nerehips  nearly  $700,000  worth  that  Jesus  fed  large  crowds  of 
of  assistance  has  been  mobilized,  people,  such  as  when  His  dis- 
supplying  food  packets,  hygiene  dples  only  had  a  few  fish  and 

loaves  of  bread  to  feed  thou¬ 
sands.  Vet  Jesus  took  the  little 
they  had,  multiplied  it,  and  met  a 
huge  need. 

*Maybe  that’s  what  God  is  do¬ 
ing,  budding  our  faith  in  the  midst 
ofthe  crisis,  asking  us  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  with  the  little  He  has  given  us 
and  offering  it,"  Alan  said  “Jesus 
is  saying.  Trust  me  to  use  it,  to 
touch  hundreds  and  thousands.” 

Alan  believes  this  crisis  should 
shake  the  body  of  Christ,  as  if  Je¬ 
sus  is  saying,  “My  bride,  1  want 
you  to  be  active  and  alive  in  the 
world.  I  don’t  want  you  to  hide  in 
your  churches  and  hide  in  your 
little  communities,  because  mat’s 
not  what  I  have  called  you  to.  I 
have  called  you  to  engage,  yes 
engage  in  the  midst  of  danger, 

- their  engage  in  the  midst  of  bullets  and 

its  borders  to  those  fleeing  Syria,  countries  to  Syria  in  search  of  a  hurt  and  pain  and  things  mat  we 
Guterres,  in  an  address  to  the  UN  better  life.  can’t  solve." 

Security  Council  on  July  16,  is-  "We  are  not  only  watching  the  SriVays  to  pray: 

sued  a  plea  for  the  international  destruction  of  a  country,  but  also  ■  For  the  many  intemation- 
community  to  keep  their  borders  of  its  people,"  UN  Under-Secre-  ally  displaced  peoples  of  Syria, 
open  to  Syrians.  He  fears  cata-  taiy-General  for  Humanitarian  that  they  may  encounter  the  love 
atrophic  results  if  Egypt,  Turkey,  Affaire  and  Emergency  Relief  Co-  and  peace  of  Jesus  Christ  within 
or  Jordan  also  choose  to  dose  ordinator  Valerie  Amos  said.  the  camps  and  the  countries 
thar  borders.  Alan,  die  Christian  worker,  they  have  made  their  temporary 

TVe  cannot  go  on  treating  the  said  one  of  the  foremost  needs  homes, 
impact  of  the  Syrian  crisis  as  a  is  for  passionate  prayer  for  Syr-  ■  That  there  will  be  peace  in 
simple  humanitarian  emergen-  fans  to  “really  hear  tirat  there  is  the  land. 
y,nG<jSTeS^.  1  n _  hope,  when  your  world  is  shat-  ■  For  BGR  workers  and  part¬ 

's”*  Global  Response  tered  around  you  and  when  there  nets  and  others  aid  workers  to 
BGRJ  has  joined  numerous  n  no  dear  answer  or  direction  in  have  wisdom  and  knowledge  as 
Kin-governmental  organizations  your  country.  There  is  a  way  that  to  the  best  places  and  methods  to 
”  to  wwwhdm-  is  very  dearly  marked  and  set  out  minister  to  the  millions  in  need. 

KfflssSr*  3»asi*-*— 

reported  that  through  local  part-  him,  Alan  remembers  the  times  goBGRxom. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

fe  Sardis  Church,  Smith  music;  Jake  Staten,  pastor, 
bounty:  125th  anniversary/  fe  Holcomb  Church,  Hoi- 
lomecoming  and  revival,  comb:  Revival,  Aug.  4-  7;  Sun., 
tug  4-7;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.;  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 

fan  Futral,  speaker,  followed  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  James  Spencer, 
>y  lunch  and  afternoon  sing-  speaker;  Kevin  Tribble,  pastor. 


kits,  and  temporary  shelter. 

Antonio  TVe  have  been  able  to  assist 
ations  High  response  in  four  of  the  surround- 
fogees  (UN-  ing  countries  with  refugees  and 
not  seen  an  several  places  inside  the  country 
1  such  a  rate  with  internally  displaced  per- 
;enodde  al-  sons,"  Palmer  said. 

A  majorin'  of  the  aid  supplied 
report  that  through  BGR  has  gone  to  people 
ee  to  nearby  in  areas  that  Palmer  said  “have 
aq,  Turkey,  fallen  through  the  cracks  of  assis- 
the  horrors  tance  from  other  groups." 
l’s  dvil  war.  Zaatari,  a  refugee  camp  in 
l  has  regia-  Jordan,  is  home  to  160,000  Syr- 
llion  people  fans,  making  it  the  fifth  largest 
1,  while  an  city  in  Jordan.  According  to  the 
n  internally  UN  High  Commissioner  for  Refu- 
nain  within  gees  office,  women  and  children 
make  up  three-fourths  of  the  reg- 
e  beginning  istered  refugees.  The  camp  also 
;  magnitude  hosts  Iraqis,  Somalis,  . 
now  dosing  and  Sudanese  who  had 
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W  Wayne  VanHot Wk  vation  is  (4:23)-  Jesus’  healing  ministry  was  so 

■  initiated  effective,  He  quickly  developed  a.  wide- 

by  God  spread  reputation  resulting  in  people 

and  made  bringing  tneir  sick  to  Jesus  (4:24).  Je- 

effectual  sus  healed  as  a  means  to  tell  people 
through  about  God’s  kingdom. 

Jesus  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  When  I  ac-  Nearly  2,000  years  separate  our  day 
cepted  Christ,  I  was  saved  because  God  from  the  time  of  Jesus  earthly  min- 
said  so,  not  because  I  said  so.  1  accepted  istry,  but  humanity’s  needs  have  not 

the  gift  He  offered.  1  took  Him  at  His  changed.  People  need  the  Lord  as  much 

word  You  can  too.  God  is  always  good  as  ever.  Have  you  accepted  His  free  gift 
for  His  word!  of  grace?  Have  you  repented  of  your 

The  Son’s  purpose  was  bound  up  in  sins  and  asked  Jesus  to  forgive  you? 
Jesus’ ministry  as  declared  in  John  1:18.  Have  you  received  His  message  about 
The  Greek  New  Testament  emphatically  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven?  Your  salvation 
states,  “God,  no  one  has  seen  ever!  God,  is  the  reason  God  sent  His  Son! 


The  Son's  Identity 
(John  11-2,14) 

Other  Gospel  writers  began  with  Je¬ 
ns’  birth  (Matthew  and  Luke)  or  baptism 
(Mark).  John  began  his  Gospel  in  eternity 
with  the  same  words  found  in  Genesis  1:1, 


The  Son's  Purpose 
(John  111-13.1&29) 

Jesus’  purpose  in  coming  was  to  take 


People  can  find  joy  when  they  view  have  a  proper  burial.  A  sOll-born  baby  is 
at  resources  as  a  gift  from  God  that  better  off  than  this  man  becxune  be  comes 
g  to  use  1  iiinfa endaenrmiwly.  and  goes  into  obscurity,  and.  has  no  history 

sixth  reason  is  that  wealth  does  not  to  live  up  to.  Even  if  the  older  man  Heed 

tee  happiness,  enjoyment  or  saris-  two  thousand  years,  it  would  only  add  mote 

Solomon  sites  another  situation  sorrow,  and  he  like  everyone  would  end  up 
witnessed  "under  the  sun."  A  man  in  the  grave. 

tly  blessed  by  God  with  wealth,  pos-  The  term  translated  “appetite  is  often 

sand  honor  so  that  he  lacks  nothing  rendered  “soul”  in  other  passages.  Thus, 

rt  desires,  but  he  is  not  able  to  enjoy  the  soul  is  never  satisfied  and  an  empty 
them  and  life  is  not  satisfied  by  work.  Depression 
a  stranger  remains  amid  the  conflicts  of  discourage- 
KBBHWKm  enjoys  them  ment  Solomon  seems  to  lx-  dealing  with 
instead.  Ap-  facing  reality-the  real  thing  is  better  than 
Parent  Vi  all  of  the  dreams  hoped  for.  The  reality- 
ajH  the  aian  did  Inan  cKKi  However,  the  world  does 

■(  not  ‘>avTia  need  a  few  of  those  who  dream,  for  they 

M  aSwj.  a*™*™- 

the  first  of  which  Is  that  God  is  sovereign; 
second,  man  is  not  sovereign ;  and  third. 
.  lir  disputing  is  a  waste  of  time  and  effort.  Hu- 

wealth  to  be  detributed  according  to  the  their  ability  to  under- 


fiflment  they  expected  God  wants  people  does  not  take 
to  acknowledge  Him  as  the  Giver  of  all  good  rime  to  ex- 
gifts,  including  their  material  resources  and  penence  tne 
to  become  good  stewards  of  those  gifts.  muts  of  his 

The  hnmensity  of  Solomon’s  wealth  is  in-  labor,  one 
comprehensible.  Even  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  cannot  take  2 
who  was  accustomed  to  enormous  wealth,  his  accumu- 
on  a  visit  with  Solomon,  was  stunned  by  latxms  o»  A 
the  luxury  and  beauty  of  his  personal  resi-  wealth  with 

•fence,  parks,  wild  life  reserves,  outstanding  him  when  | 

temple,  and  lavish  resorts.  When  a  man  he  dies,  so 
with  this  magnitude  of  vreahh  talks  abort  it  seems  he 
finances,  heknows  his  subject  well.  ‘“kfor,thf^1 

Solomon  gives  these  six  reasons  why  mg  ones  tarmac* 

•massing  great  wealth  as  a  goal  in  life  is  fu-  f*lssess*”“'"'~  „ 
tile.  He  says,  first,  oppression  of  the  poor  is 

cuised  by  the  greedof  the  people  in  bust-  Then.s<^^n„ 
ness  and  government  who  find  and  sore  a™”  t0,*?*?* 
opportunities  to  personal  wealth  dis-  finding  satusiacooi 

honeady  at  the  expense  of  others.  Second,  grves  snv  man  wea  tn  accent  rus  kx 

S5sjtSs*t=i±  stewsanoa 


Marion  D.  Duncan 


Lgument  of  the  futility  of  putting  ones  to  argue  at  ail. 
does  not  enjoy  his  prosperity,  nor  does  he  Starkville. 

recent  develop-  ing  far  you  downstairs  or  at  your  ous  charges  from  the  Interna- 
5udan  hasbeen  workplace,"  Charming  reported.  tional  Criminal  Court,  indud- 

“Srrss 

drtcrWving."  »  Irrm  ,  no.  with-  pmdoy.  d-BMhir  dedirwl  on 

out  the  southern  portion  of  the  national  television.  If  South  Su 
the  fear  of  de-  country.  Bashir  had  seized  power  dan  secedes,  well  change  the  con- 
*%<Twakeup  in  a  miutary  ooup  in  1989  and  be-  stitution  TVre  wdl  be  no  ques- 
unJdng  today  as  come  Sudan’s  president  in  1993.  bon  of  cultuial  or  ethmc  diversity 
Jficcrf  are  wait-  He  has  since  faced  numer-  [in  Sudan). 


SUDAN  £■£"„ 

coat  from  p  1  system," 

the  raid 

literature.  After  the  home  is  raid-  and  ever 
ed,  the  officers  take  the  foreigner  they  are 
into  custody  for  hours,  days,  or  Victoi 
for  some,  weeks,  Lloyd  said.  real  nar 

“On  paper  Christians  are  still  who  call 
legally  respected  and  there  is  still  years,  m 
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Just  for  the  Record 


MEMBERS  OF  PLEASANT  RIDGE  CHURCH,  DUMAS. 
PARKWAY  CHURCH.  made  and  presented  sleeping  mats  to  the  Salvation  Army  in 

KOSCIUSKO,  held  a  baby  Tupelo.  The  mats  were  made  from  plastic  bags.  Shown  are 

dedication  June  9  forWill  Clan-  Betty  Smith,  Connie  Haley, Teen  Hodges,  andTravis  DeCant- 
ton.  Shown  are  Will  and  his  par-  er.  Receiving  the  mats  was  Susan  Gilbert,  far  right,  director 
ents,  Bradley  &  Dawn  Clanton,  of  social  services. 

ETOEUheld  a 

UMMuH  deacon  ordi- 

July 

Shown  are 
deacons 


CHILDREN  AND  TEENS  FROM  FIRST  CHURCH. 
EUPORA,  recently  attended  Student  Life  Summer  Camp  for 
Kids  at  Shocco  Springs, Talladega.  Ala. 


of  support  to  Ecua¬ 
dorian  missionary 
K.B.  Billingsley 
during  a  dinner  in 
her  honor.  Shown 
are  Joe  Crawford, 
Billingsley,  and 
Bob  Poley. 


TEN  CHILDREN  FROM  MT.  OLIVET  CHURCH.  FOREST, 

attended  Kid's  Camp  at  Central  Hills  Retreat.  Shown  are  Eli 
Cooper.  Ethan  Crain,  Franklin  Joe  Bradley,  Landin  Pierce, 
Maddie  Pierce,  Bailey  Prestage,  Candice  Crain,  Mollie  Cham¬ 
bers,  Meagan  King,  and  Kariee  Polk.  Chaperones  included 
Joey  Crain  and  Brenda  King.  Bruce  Robinson,  pestor. 

In  Other  Church  ►  The  Christian  Women's  Job 

si _  Corps  and  Christian  Men's 

news.  Job  Corns  of  Northeast  Missis- 

►  Ok* hots  Church,  Purvis,  is  »PP>  •»  nosting  an  open  ho«®r 
hosting  the  2013  Fan  the  Flame  celebrating  15  years  of  minis- 
Men’s  Conference,  The  Spin-  by-  Aug.  to,  noon,  at  their  new 
tual  Man,  on  Aug.  10, 8  -  11:30  location  at  the  Spanish  Village, 
a.m.,  featuring  breakfast  and  H4  South  Thomas  St.,  Suite 
notes.  Dennis  Deeae,  speaker.  >01-9,  Tupelo.  This  is  the  lon- 
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